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[No . 21 .]
October 28, 1898 .

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES .

A PROCLAMATION .
The approaching November brings to mind the custom of our ancestors, hallowed by time and rooted in our most sacred traditions, of
giving thanks to Almighty God for all the blessings He has vouchsafed
to us during the year .
Few years in our history have afforded such cause for thanksgiving
,s this . We- have been blessed by abundant harvests, our trade and
commerce have wonderfully increased, our public credit has been
improved and strengthened, all sections of our common country have
been brought together and knitted into closer bonds of national purpose and unity.
The skies have been far a time darkened by the cloud of- war ; but
as we were compelled to take up the sword in the cause of humanity
we are permitted to rejoice that the conflict has been of brief duration
and the losses we have had to mourn, though grievous and important,
have b een .s o few, considering . the great results accomplished, as to
inspire us with gratitude and praise to the Lord of Hosts . We may
laud and magnify His Holy Name that the cessation of hostilities came
so soon as to spare both sides the countless sorrows and disasters that
attend protracted war .
November 24, 1898, .1 do therefore invite all my fellow-citizens, as well those who may be
act apart h a clay of at sea or sojourning in foreign lands as those at home, to set apart and
national thanksgiv lag.
observe Thursday, the twenty-fourth day of November, as a day of
national thanksgiving, to come together in their several places of worship, for a service of praise and thanks to Almighty God for all the
blessings of the year ; for the mildness of the seasons and the fruitfulness of the soil, for the continued prosperity of the people, for the
devotion and valor of our countrymen, for the glory of our victory and
the hope of a righteous peace, and to pray that the Divine guidance
which has brought us heretofore to safety and honor maybe graciously
continued in the years to come .
In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal
of the United States to be affixed .
Done at the City of Washington, this twenty-eighth day of October
in the year of Our Lord one thousand eight hundred and ninety[SEAL .] eight and - of the Independence of the United States the one
hundred and twenty-third .
Preamble.

WILLIAM- MCKINLE1

By the Prehident :
JOHN HAY

Secretary qj State .

[No. 22 .]
November 2, 1898 .

BY THE PRESIDENT OF . THE UNITED STATES .

A PROCLAMATION .
Preamble .
Ante, p. 750.

Whereas, by joint resolution "to provide for annexing the Hawaiian
Islands to the United States," approved July 7, 1898, the cession by
the government of the Republic of Hawaii to the United States of
America, of all rights of sovereignty of whatsoever kind in and over
the Hawaiian Islands and their dependencies, and the transfer to the
United States-of the absolute fee and ownership of all public, government or crown lands, public buildings, or edifices, ports, harbors,

