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[CHAPTER 330]

	

AN ACT
July 25, 1947

	 [s.1262]	 To provide a central authority for standardizing geographic names for the purpose
[Public Law 242]

	

of eliminating duplication in standardizing such names among the Federal
departments, and for other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House o f Representatives o f the
United States o f America in Congress assembled, That the Secretary
of the Interior, hereinafter called the Secretary, conjointly with the
Board on Geographic Names, as hereinafter provided, shall provide for
uniformity in geographic nomenclature and orthography throughout
the Federal Government. The Secretary may exercise his functions
through such officials as he may designate, except that such authority
as relates to the final approval or review of actions of the Board on
Geographic Names shall be exercised by him, or his Under or Assistant
Secretaries.
SEC. 2. There is hereby established a Board on Geographic Names,

hereinafter called the Board . The membership of the Board shall
include one representative from each of the Departments of State,
War, Navy, Post Office, Interior, Agriculture, and Commerce, and
from the Government Printing Office, and the Library of Congress .
The Board may also include representatives from such Federal agen-
cies as the Secretary, upon recommendation of the Board, shall from
time to time find desirable, even though these agencies are in the depart-
ments otherwise represented on the Board . The members of the Board
shall be appointed by the respective heads of the departments or inde-
pendent agencies that they represent. Each member shall be appointed
for a two-year term but may be reappointed to successive terms . The
members of the Board shall serve without additional compensation .
The Board shall nominate a Chairman to be appointed by the Sec-
retary, and shall establish such working committees as are found
desirable.
SEC . 3. The Board, subject to the approval of the Secretary, shall

formulate principles, policies, and procedures to be followed with ref-
erence to both domestic and foreign geographic names ; and shall decide
the standard names and their orthography for official use . The prin-
ciples, policies, and procedures formulated hereunder shall be designed
to serve the interests of the Federal Government and the general public,
to enlist the effective cooperation of the Federal departments and
agencies most concerned, and to give full consideration to the specific
interests of particular Federal and State agencies . Action may be
taken by the Secretary in any matter wherein the Board does not act
within a reasonable time . The Board may make such recommendations
to the Secretary as it finds appropriate in connection with this Act .
SEC. 4 . The Secretary shall cause such studies and investigations to

be made and such records to be kept as may be necessary or desirable
in carrying out the purposes of this Act, and he shall provide a place
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February 18, 1946), is hereby amended by striking out the period at
the end of the sentence and inserting the following : " and (3) the
Missing Persons Act, approved March 7, 1942 (56 9.tat. 143), as
amended."
SEC. 2 . The Secretary of War is authorized to reconsider claims

upon which payment has been denied by reason of section 1 of this
Act having been omitted from the First Supplemental Appropriation
Rescission Act of 1946 (Public Law 301, Seventy-ninth Congress,
approved February 18, 1946) .
Approved July 25, 1947 .
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of meeting and staff assistance to the Board . The staff shall be respon-
sible to the Secretary, who shall prescribe its relations to the Board and
the committees of the Board . The Secretary may establish from time
to time, upon recommendation of the Board, advisory committees of
United States citizens who are recognized experts in their respective
fields to assist in the solution of special problems arising under this Act .

SEC. 5. For the guidance of the Federal Government, the Secretary
shall promulgate in the name of the Board, from time to time and in
such form as will carry out the purposes of this Act, decisions with
respect to geographic names and principles of geographic nomencla-
ture and orthography . The Secretary shall also furnish such addi-
tional information with respect to geographic names as will assist in
carrying out the purposes of this Act.
SEC. 6. With respect to geographic names the pertinent decisions

and principles issued by the Secretary shall be standard for all mate-
rial published by the Federal Government . The United States Board
on Geographical Names in the Department of the Interior created
by Executive order, is hereby abolished, and the duties of said Board
are transferred to the Board herein created, and all departments,
bureaus, and agencies of the Federal Government shall refer all geo-
graphic names and problems to the said Board for the purpose of
eliminating duplication of work, personnel, and authority .

SEC. 7 . Nothing in this Act shall be construed as applying to the
naming of the offices or establishments of any Federal agency .

SEc . 8. There are hereby authorized to be appropriated such sums
as may be necessary to carry out the purposes of this Act .

Approved July 25, 1947 .
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[CHAPTER 3311
AN ACT

To amend the Act entitled "An Act authorizing the Director of the Census to
collect and publish statistics of cottonseed and cottonseed products, and for
other purposes", approved August 7, 1916 .

Be it enacted by the Senate and House o f Representatives o f the
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the Act entitled
"An Act authorizing the Director of the Census to collect and publish
statistics of cottonseed and cottonseed products, and for other pur-
poses", approved August 7, 1916 (39 Stat . 436 ; U . S. C ., title 13, secs . 81
to 84, inclusive), is amended to read as follows :

	

Collection and pub-"That (a) the Director of the Census is authorized and directed to lication .
collect, collate, and publish monthly statistics concerning-

"(1) the quantities of (A) cottonseed, soybeans, peanuts, flax-
seed, corn germs, copra, sesame seed, babassu nuts and kernels, and
other oilseeds, nuts, and kernels received, crushed, and on hand
at oil mills ; (B) crude and refined oils, cakes, and meals, and other
primary products, by type or kind, of the above-mentioned seeds,
nuts, and kernels manufactured, shipped out, and on hand at oil
mills and processing establishments ; (C) crude and refined vege-
table oils, by type or kind, used by class of product and held by
manufacturers of vegetable shortening, margarine, soap, and other
principal products using large quantities of vegetable oils ; (D)
crude and refined vegetable oils, by type or kind, held in ware-
houses and in transit to consuming establishments ;

"(2) the quantities, by types or kinds, of (A) animal fats and
oils and greases produced ; (B) animal fats and oils and greases
shipped and held by producers ; (C) animal fats and oils and
greases, fish and marine mammal oils used by class of product

July 25, 1947
18 .1497]
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