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AN ACT July 30, 1947
To codify and enact into positive law, title 1 of the United States Code, entitled	[H. R .1565]

"General Provisions" .

	

[Public Law 278]

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled, That title 1 of the Tilet toneden.United States Code entitled "General Provisions", is codified and actment into positive
enacted into positive law and may be cited as "1 U . S. C ., ° =', law .

as follows
TITLE 1-GENERAL PROVISIONS

Chap.

	

Sec.
1. Rules of construction	 1
2. Acts and resolutions ; formalities of enactment ; repeals ; sealing of

instruments	 101
3 . Code of Laws of United States and Supplements ; District of Columbia

Code and Supplements	 201

CHAPTER 1-RULES OF CONSTRUCTION

° 1 . Words denoting number, gender, etc .
° 2 . "County" as including "parish", etc .
° 3 . "Vessel" as including all means of water transportation.
° 4 . "Vehicle" as including all means of land transportation .
° 5 . "Company" or "association" as including successors and assigns.
° 6 . Limitation of term "products of American fisheries."

WORDS DENOTING NUMBER, GENDER, AND SO FORTH

1. In determining the meaning of any Act or resolution of Con-
gress words importing the singular number may extend and be
applied to several persons or things ; words importing the plural
number may include the singular ; words importing the masculine
gender may be applied to females ; the words "insane person" and
"lunatic" shall include every idiot, non compos, lunatic, and insane
person ; the word "person" may extend and be applied to partner-
ships and corporations, and the reference to any officer shall include
any person authorized by law to perform the duties of such office,
unless the context shows that such words were intended to be used
in a more limited sense ; and a requirement of an "oath" shall be
deemed complied with by making affirmation in judicial form .

"COUNTY" AS INCLUDING "PARISH" , AND SO FORTH

° 2. The word "county" includes a parish, or any other equivalent
subdivision of a State or Territory of the United States .

"VESSEL" AS INCLUDING ALL MEANS OF WATER TRANSPORTATION

° 3 . The word "vessel" includes every description of watercraft or
other artificial contrivance used, or capable of being used, as a means
of transportation on water .

"VEHICLE" AS INCLUDING ALL MEANS OF LAND TRANSPORTATION

° 4. The word "vehicle" includes every description of carriage or
other artificial contrivance used, or capable of being used, as a means
of transportation on land .

"COMPANY" OR "ASSOCIATION " AS INCLUDING SUCCESSORS AND ASSIGNS

° 5. The word "company" or "association", when used in reference to
a corporation, shall be deemed to embrace the words "successors and
assigns of such company or association", in like manner as if these
last-named words, or words of similar import, were expressed .
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LIMITATION OF TERM "PRODUCTS OF AMERICAN FISHERIES "

° 6. Wherever, in the statutes of the United States or in the rulings,
regulations, or interpretations of various administrative bureaus and
agencies of the United States there appears or may appear the term
"products of American fisheries" said term shall not include fresh or,
frozen fish fillets, fresh or frozen fish steaks, or fresh or frozen slices
of fish substantially free of bone (including any of the foregoing
divided into sections), produced in a foreign country or its territorial
waters, in whole or in part with the use of the labor of persons who are
not residents of the United States .

CHAPTER 2-ACTS AND RESOLUTIONS ; FORMALITIES OF ENACTMENT ;
REPEALS ; SEALING OF INSTRUMENTS

° 101 . Enacting clause.
° 102 . Resolving clause.
° 103. Enacting or resolving words after first section.
° 104 . Numbering of sections ; single proposition .
° 105 . Title of appropriation Acts.
° 106 . Printing bills and joint resolutions .
° 107 . Parchment or paper for printing enrolled bills or resolutions .
° 108 . Repeal of repealing act.
° 109 . Repeal of statutes as affecting existing liabilities .
° 110. Saving clause of Revised Statutes.
° 111 . Repeals as evidence of prior effectiveness .
° 112 . Statutes at Large ; contents ; admissibility in evidence.
° 113. "Little and Brown's" edition of laws and treaties ; admissibility in

evidence.
° 114 . Sealing of instruments .

ENACTING CLAUSE

° 101. The enacting clause of all Acts of Congress shall be in the
following form : "Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represent-
atives of the United States of America in Congress assembled ."

RESOLVING CLAUSE

° 102. The resolving clause of all joint resolutions shall be in the
following form : "Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives
of the United States of America in Congress assembled ."

ENACTING OR RESOLVING WORDS AFTER FIRST SECTION
° 103. No enacting or resolving words shall be used in any section

of an Act or resolution of Congress except in the first .

NUMBERING OF SECTIONS ; SINGLE PROPOSITION

° 104. Each section shall be numbered, and shall contain, as nearly
as may be, a single proposition of enactment .

TITLE OF APPROPRIATION ACTS

° 105. The style and title of all Acts making appropriations for
the support of Government shall be as follows : "An Act making
appropriations (here insert the object) for the year ending June 3,0
(here insert the calendar year) ."

PRINTING BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

° 106. Every bill or joint resolution in each House of Congress
shall, when such bill or resolution passes either House, be printed,
and such printed copy shall be called the engrossed bill or resolution
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as the case may be. Said engrossed bill or resolution shall be signed
by the Clerk of the House or the Secretary of the Senate, and shall be
sent to the other House, and in that form shall be dealt with by that
House and its officers, and, if passed, returned signed by said Clerk
or Secretary. When such bill, or joint resolution shall have passed
both Houses, it shall be printed and shall then be called the enrolled
bill, or joint resolution, as the case may be, and shall be signed by the
presiding officers of both Houses and sent to the President of the
United States . During the last six days of a session such engrossing
and enrolling of bills and joint resolutions may be done otherwise
than as above prescribed, upon the order of Congress by concurrent
resolution .

PARCHMENT OR PAPER FOR PRINTING ENROLLED BILLS OR RESOLUTIONS

° 107. Enrolled bills and resolutions of either House of Congress
shall be printed on parchment or paper of suitable quality as shall be
determined by the Joint Committee on Printing.

REPEAL OF REPEALING ACT

° 108. Whenever an Act is repealed, which repealed a former Act,
such former Act shall not thereby be revived, unless it shall be
expressly so provided .

REPEAL OF STATUTES AS AFFECTING EXISTING LIABILITIES

° 109. The repeal of any statute shall not have the effect to release
or extinguish any penalty, forfeiture, or liability incurred under such
statute, unless the repealing Act shall so expressly 'provide, and such
statute shall be treated as still remaining in force r the purpose of
sustaining any proper action or prosecution for the enforcement of
such penalty, forfeiture, or liability . The expiration of a temporary
statute shall not have the effect to release or extinguish any penalty,
forfeiture, or liability incurred under such statute, unless the tempo-
rary statute shall so expressly provide, and such statute shall be treated
as still remaining in force for the purpose of sustaining any proper
action or prosecution for the enforcement of such penalty, forfeiture,
or liability .

SAVING CLAUSE OF REVISED STATUTES

° 110. All acts of limitation, whether applicable to civil causes and
proceedings, or to the prosecution of offenses, or for the recovery of
penalties or forfeitures, embraced in the Revised Statutes and covered
by the repeal contained therein, shall not be affected thereby, but all
suits, proceedings, or prosecutions, whether civil or criminal, for causes
arising, or acts done or committed prior to said repeal, may be com-
menced and prosecuted within the same time as if said repeal had
not been made.

REPEALS AS EVIDENCE OF PRIOR EI'1+ECTIVENESS

° 111. No inference shall be raised by the enactment of the Act of
March 3, 1933 (ch . 202, 47 Stat . 1431), that the sections of the Revised
Statutes repealed by such Act were in force or effect at the time of
such enactment : Provided, however, That any rights or liabilities
existing under such repealed sections shall not be affected by their
repeal .

Post, p . 641 .
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STATUTES AT LARGE ; CONTENTS ; ADMISSIBILITY IN EVIDENCE

° 112. The Secretary of State shall cause to be compiled, edited,
indexed, and published, the United States Statutes at Large, which
shall contain all the laws and concurrent resolutions enacted during
each regular session of Congress ; all treaties to which the Unite
States is a party that have been proclaimed since the date of the
adjournment of the regular session of Congress next preceding; all
international agreements other than treaties to which the United
States is a party that have been signed, proclaimed, or with reference
to which any other final formality has been executed, since that date ;
all proclamations by the President in the numbered series issued since
that date ; and also any amendments to the Constitution of the United
States proposed or ratified pursuant to article V thereof since that
date, together with the certificate of the Secretary of State issued in
compliance with the provision contained in section 160 of title 5 .
In the event of an extra session of Congress, the Secretary of State
shall cause all the laws and concurrent resolutions enacted during said
extra session to be consolidated with, and published as part of, the
contents of the volume for the next regular session . The United
States Statutes at Large shall be legal evidence of laws, concurrent
resolutions, treaties, international agreements other than treaties,
proclamations by the President, and proposed or ratified amendments
to the Constitution of the United States therein contained, in all the
courts of the United States, the several States, and the Territories
and insular possessions of the United States .

"LITTLE AND BROWN'S" EDITION OF LAWS AND TREATIES ; ADMISSIBILITY IN
EVIDENCE

° 113 . The edition of the laws and treaties of the United States,
published by Little and Brown, shall be competent evidence of the
several public and private Acts of Congress, and of the several treaties
therein contained, in all the courts of law and equity and of maritime
jurisdiction, and in all the tribunals and public officers of the United
States, and of the several States, without any further proof or
authentication thereof .

SEALING OF INSTRUMENTS

° 114. In all cases where a seal is necessary by law to any commis-
sion, process, or other instrument provided for by the laws of Con-
gress, it shall be lawful to affix the proper seal by making an impression
therewith directly on the paper to which such seal is necessary ; which
shall be as valid as if made on wax or other adhesive substance .

CHAPTER 3-CODE of LAWS OF UNPrED STATES AND SUPPLEMENTS ;
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA CODE AND SUPPLEMENTS

° 201 . Publication and distribution of Code of Laws of United States and Supple-
ments and District of Columbia Code and Supplements .

(a) Publishing in slip or pamphlet form or in Statutes at Large .
(b) Curtailing number of copies published .
(c) Dispensing with publication of more than one Supplement for

each Congress.
° 202. Preparation and publication of Codes and Supplements .

(a) Cumulative Supplements to Code of Laws of United States for
each session of Congress.

(b) Cumulative Supplement to District of Columbia Code for each
session of Congress.

(c) New editions of Codes and Supplements .
° 203 . District of Columbia Code ; preparation and publication ; cumulative sup-

plements.
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° 204 . Codes and Supplements as evidence of the Laws of United States and
District of Columbia ; citation of Codes and Supplements.

(a) United States Code .
(b) District of Columbia Code.
(c) District of Columbia Code ; citation .
(d) Supplements to Codes ; citation .
(e) New edition of Codes ; citation .

° 205. Codes and Supplements ; where printed ; form and style ; ancillaries .
° 206. Bills and resolutions of Committee on the Judiciary of House of Repre-

sentatives ; form and style ; ancillaries ; curtailment of copies .
° 207. Copies of acts and resolutions in slip form ; additional number printed for

Committee on the Judiciary of House of Representatives .
° 208. Delegation of function of Committee on the Judiciary to other agencies ;printing, etc ., under direction of Joint Committee on Printing .
° 209. Copies of Supplements to Code of Laws of United States and of District

of Columbia Code and Supplements ; conclusive evidence of original.
° 210. Distribution of Supplements to Code of Laws of United States and of

District of Columbia Code and Supplements ; slip and pamphlet copies.
° 211 . Copies to Members of Congress .
° 212. Additional distribution at each new Congress.
° 213 . Appropriation for preparing and editing supplements .

Pu LICATION AND DISTRIBUTION OF CODE OF LAWS OF UNITED STATES AND
SUPPLEMENTS AND DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA CODE AND SUPPLEMENTS

° 201. In order to avoid duplication and waste-
(a) Publishing in slip or pamphlet form or in Statutes at Large .-

Publication in slip or pamphlet form or in the Statutes at Large of
any of the volumes or publications enumerated in sections 202 and
203 of this title, shall, in event of enactment, be dispensed with
whenever the Committee on the Judiciary of the House of Repre-
sentatives so directs the Secretary of State ;

(b) Curtailing number of copies published .-Curtailment of the
number provided by law to be printed and distributed of the volumes
or publications enumerated in sections 202 and 203 of this title may
be directed by such committee, except that the Public Printer shall
print such numbers as are necessary for depository library distribu-
tion and for sale ; and

(c) Dispensing with publication of more than one Supplement for
each Congress.-Such committee may direct that the printing and
distribution of any supplement to the Code of Laws of the United
States or to the Code of the District of Columbia be dispensed with
entirely, except that there shall be printed and distributed for each
Congress at least one supplement to each such code, containing the
legislation of such Congress .

PREPARATION AND PUBLICATION OF CODES AND SUPPLEMENTS

° 202. There shall be prepared and published under the super-
vision of the Committee on the Judiciary of the House of Repre-
senta.tives-

(a) Cumulative Supplements to Code of Laws of United States for
each session of Congress .-A supplement for each session of the Con-
ress to the then current edition of the Code of Laws of the United

Mates, cumulatively embracing the legislation of the then current
supplement, and correcting errors in such edition and supplement ;

(b} Cumulative Supplement to District of Columbia Code for each
session of Congress.-A supplement for each session of the Congress
to the then current edition of the Code of the District of Columbia,
cumulatively embracing the legislation of the then current supplement,
and correcting errors in such edition and supplement ;

(c) New editions of Codes and Supplements.-New editions of the
Code of Laws of the United States and of the Code of the District of
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Columbia, correcting errors and incorporating the then current supple-
ment. In the case of each code new editions shall not be published
oftener than once in each five years . Copies of each such edition shall
be distributed in the same manner as provided in the case of supple-
ments to the code of which it is a new edition . Supplements published
after any new edition shall not contain the legislation of supplements
published before such new edition .

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA CODE ; PREPARATION AND PUBLICATION ;
CUMULATIVE SUPPLET11 NTS

203. The Committee on the Judiciary of the House of Repre-
sentatives is authorized to print bills to codify, revise, and reenact the
general and permanent laws relating to the District of Columbia and
cumulative supplements thereto, similar in style, respectively, to the
Code of Laws of the United States, and supplements thereto, and to
so continue until final enactment thereof in both Houses of the Con-
gress of the United States .

CODES AND SUPPLEMENTS AS EVIDENCE OF THE LAWS OF UNITED STATES
AND DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA ; CITATION OF CODES AND SUPPLEMENTS

° 204. In all courts, tribunals, and public offices of the United
States, at home or abroad, of the District of Columbia, and of each
State, Territory, or insular possession of the United States-

(a) United States Code.-The matter set forth in the edition of
the Code of Laws of the United States current at any time shall,
together with the then current supplement, if any, establish prima
facie the laws of the United States, general and permanent in their
nature, in force on the day preceding the commencement of the ses-
sion following the last session the legislation of which is included
Provided, however, That whenever titles of such Code shall have been
enacted into positive law the text thereof shall be legal evidence of
the laws therein contained, in all the courts of the Tinted States,
the several States, and the Territories and insular possessions of the'
United States.

(b) District of Columbia Code.-The matter set forth in the edition
of the Code of the District of Columbia current at any time shall,
together with the then current supplement, if any, establish prima facie
the laws, general and permanent in their nature, relating to or in
force in the District of Columbia on the day preceding the commence-
ment of the session following the last session the legislation of which
is included, except such laws as are of application in the District of
Columbia by reason of being laws of the United States general and
permanent in their nature .

(c) District of Columbia Code ; citation.-The Code of the District
of Columbia may be cited as "D . C. Code" .

(d) Supplements to Codes ; citation.-Supplements to the Code of
Laws of the United States and to the Code of the District of Columbia
may be cited, respectively, as "U. S. C., Sup. ", and "D. C. Code,Sup. ", the blank in each case being filled with Roman figures
denoting the number of the supplement .

(e) New edition of Codes ; citation.-New editions of each of such
codes may be cited, respectively, as "U . S. C., ed.", and "D. C .
Code ed.", the blank in each case being filled with figures denot-
ing tie last year the legislation of which is included in whole or in
part.
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CODES AND SUPPLEMENT ; WHERE PRINTED ; FORM AND STYLE ; ANCILLARIES

° 205. The publications provided for in sections 202, 203 of this
title shall be printed at the Government Printing Office and shall be
in such form and style and with such ancillaries as may be prescribed
by the Committee on the Judiciary of the House of Representatives .
The Librarian of Congress is directed to cooperate with such com-
mittee in the preparation of such ancillaries . Such publications shall
be furnished with such thumb insets and other devices to distinguish
parts, with such facilities for the insertion of additional matter, and
with such explanatory and advertising slips, and shall be printed on
such paper and bound in such material, as may be prescribed by such
committee.

BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS OF COMMIIILE ON ii…L JUDICIARY OF HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES ; FORM AND STYLE ; ANCILLARIES ; CURTAILMENT OF

COPIES

° 206. All bills and resolutions relating to the revision of the laws
referred to or reported by the Committee on the Judiciary of the
House of Representatives shall be printed in such form and style, and
with such ancillaries, as such committee may prescribe as being eco-
nomical and suitable, to so continue until final enactment thereof in
both Houses of Congress ; and such committee may also curtail the
number of copies of such bills to be printed in the various parlia-
mentary stages in the House of Representatives .

COPIES OF ACTS AND RESOLUTIONS IN SLIP FORM ; ADDITIONAL NUMBER
PRINTED FOR COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY OF HOUSE OF REPRESENT-
ATIVES

° 207. The Public Printer is directed to print, in addition to the
number provided by existing law, and, as soon as printed, to distribute
in such manner as the Committee on the Judiciary of the House of
Representatives shall determine, twenty copies in slip form of each
public Act and joint resolution .

DELEGATION OF FUNCTION OF COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY TO OTHER
AGENCIES ; PRINTING, AND SO FORTH, UNDER DIRECTION OF JOINT
COMMITI'EB ON PRINTING

° 208. The functions vested by sections 201, 202, 204-207 of this title
in the Committee on the Judiciary of the House of Representatives
may from time to time be vested in such other agency as the Congress
may by concurrent resolution provide : Provided, That the printing,
binding, and distribution of the volumes and publications enumerated
in sections 202 203 of this title shall be done under the direction of the
Joint Committee on Printing.

COPIES OF SUPPLRIWENTS TO CODE OF LAWS OF UNITED STATES AND OF
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA CODE AND SUPPLEMENTS ; CONCLUSIVE EVIDENCE

OF ORIGINAL

° 209. Copies of the Code of Laws relating to the District of
Columbia and copies of the supplements provided for by sections 202,
203 of this title printed at the Government Printing Office and bearing
its imprint, shall be conclusive evidence of the original of such code
and supplements in the custody of the Secretary of State .
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DISTRIBUTION OF SUPPLEMENTS TO CODE OF LAWS OF UNITED STATES AND
OF DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA CODE AND SUPPLEMENTS ; SLIP AND PAMPHLET
COPIES

° 210. Copies of the Code of Laws relating to the District of
Columbia, and of the supplements provided for by sections 202, 203
of this title shall be distributed by the Superintendent of Docu-
ments in the same manner as bound volumes of the Statutes at Large
Provided, That no slip or pamphlet copies of the Code of Laws relat-
ing to the District of Columbia, and of the supplements provided for
by sections 202, 203 of this title need be printed or distributed .

COPIES TO MEMBERS OF CONGRESS

° 211 . In addition to quotas provided for by section 210 of this
title there shall be printed, published, and distributed of the Code
of Laws relating to the District of Columbia with tables, index, and
other ancillaries, suitably bound and with thumb inserts and other
convenient devices to distinguish the parts, and of the supplements
to both codes as provided for by sections 202, 203 of this title, ten
copies of each for each Member of the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives of the Congress in which the original authorized publica-
tion is made, for his use and distribution, and in addition for the
Committee on the Judiciary of the House of Representatives and
the Committee on the Judiciary of the Senate a number of bound
copies of each equal to ten times the number of members of such
committees, and one bound copy of each for the use of each com-
mittee of the Senate and House of Representatives.

ADDITIONAL DISTRIBUTION AT EACH NEW CONGRESS

° 212 . In addition the Superintendent of Documents shall, at the
beginning of the first session of each Congress, supply to each Senator
and Representative in such Congress, who may in writing apply for
the same, one copy each of the Code of Laws of the United States,
the Code of Laws relating to the District of Columbia, and the latest
supplement to each code : Provided, That such applicant shall certify
in his written application for the same that the volume or volumes
for which he applies is intended for his personal use exclusively :
And provided further, That no Senator or Representative during his
term of service shall receive under this section more than one copy
each of the volumes enumerated herein .

APPROPRIATION FOR PREPARING AND EDITING SUPPLEMENTS

° 213. For preparation and editing an annual appropriation of
$6,500 is authorized to carry out the purposes of sections 202 and 203
of this title .

Repeals. SEC. 2. The sections or parts thereof of the Statutes at Large or
the Revised Statutes covering provisions codified in this Act are
hereby repealed insofar as such provisions appeared in title 1, United
States Code, 1940 edition, as shown by the appended table : Provided,
That any rights or liabilities now existing under such repealed sections
or parts thereof shall not be affected by such repeal .
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Approved July 30, 1947 .

[CHAPTER 3891
AN ACT

To codify and enact into positive law title 4 of the United States Code, entitled
"Flag and seal, Seat of Government, and the States" .

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States o f America in Congress assembled, That title 4 of the
United States Code, entitled "Fla g and seal, Seat of Government, and
the States", is codified and enacted into positive law and may be cited
as "4 U. S . C ., ° -", as follows

TITLE 4-FLAG AND SEAL, SEAT OF GOVERNMENT, AND
THE STATES

95347 0-48-pt. 1	41
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July 30, 1947
[H . R . 15661

[Public Law 2791

Title 4, U. S. Code .
Codification and en .

actment into positive
law .

Title 1, United
States Code,

STATUTES AT LARGE OR REVISED STATUTES

	

section
R. S ., sec . 1	 1R. S., sec. 2	 2R. S., see . 3	 3R. S., sec. 4	 4It. S., sec. 5	 5Act June 11, 1940, ch . 325, sec. 1, 54 Stat. 305	 6
R. S., sec. 7	 21
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R. S., sec. 10	 24
R. S., sec . 11	 25
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28 Stat. 769	 26
Act Mar. 6, 1920, ch . 94, sec . 1, 41 Stat. 520	 27
R. S., sec. 12	 28
R. S., sec. 13 ; Mar. 22, 1944, ch . 123, 58 Stat . 118	 29
R. S., sec . 5599	 29a
Act Mar . 3, 1933, ch . 202, sec. 3, 47 Stat . 1431	 29b
Act Jan. 12, 1895, ch . 23, sec. 73, 28 Stat. 615 ; June 20, 1936, ch . 630, sec . 9,
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